Islands High School

2016-2017 Biology Syllabus
Jessica.decker@sccpss.com
Instructor: Jessica Decker
Room: 601
Welcome to Biology at Islands High School!  This is a laboratory-based course that will cover the following topics: Biochemistry, Cells, Cellular Energy, Genetics, Evolution, Ecology, Classification, Bacteria, Viruses, Plants, & Animals.

Supplies

Each student is expected to bring the following supplies to class every day:

1. Textbook.

2. Pencils or Blue or Black ink pens.

3. Three ring binder not to be shared with any other class.
4. Journal Notebook. This may be a composition notebook, spiral, or other type of notebook.

5. Paper. Students are expected to come to class with paper to take notes and complete assignments. 
Course Outline

	Unit 1: 
	Foundations of Biology

	Chapters
	1,2,3

	
	

	Unit 2:
	Cell Biology

	Chapters
	4,5,6,7,8

	
	

	Unit 3:
	Genetics and Biotechnology

	Chapters
	9,10,11,12,13

	
	

	Unit 4:
	Evolution

	Chapters
	14,15,16,17

	
	

	Unit 5:
	Ecology

	Chapters
	18,19,20,21,22

	
	

	Unit 6:
	Microbes, Protists, and Fungi

	Chapters
	23,24,25,26

	
	

	Unit 7:
	Plants

	Chapters
	27,28,29

	
	

	Unit 8:
	Invertebrates

	Chapters
	32

	
	

	Unit 9:
	Vertebrates

	Chapters
	39,40,43

	
	


Homework

You will have a daily homework assignment of studying.  This is more than just the required readings but reviewing your previous days’ notes.  Graded homework will be assigned as needed.
Quizzes

Most chapters will have at least 1 quiz. These quizzes are created from the notes given in class. 

Tests

There will be a test at the end of most units. The test will contain a variety of multiple choice, short answer, and extended response questions. Each test will be worth a total of 100 points. There may be short quizzes after the completion of specific lessons if I feel that more review is needed.  You will be allowed to do test corrections.  The process will be gone over during class.
We also have an GMAS in this course. This will count for 20% of your final grade.  Students are not just expected to Meet the standards for the EOC (70%) but the goal is to Exceed the standards (90%).

Projects

There will be at least two comprehensive projects per year (1 per semester).  These will be announced well in advance and graded per the rubric pertaining to the project.

Binders

Students will be responsible for maintaining a binder throughout the school year to enforce organization and to assure students have all necessary materials to review for the end of the year test. There will be periodic binder checks worth the equivalent of a quiz grade. 

Google Classroom
A google classroom will be set up for each class. On this site you will find general announcements, homework, notes, supplemental material, study guides, etc… Unless otherwise indicated on the syllabus sign-off sheet, all students will be held accountable for any and all items posted in the classroom. When students are absent it is their responsibility to check google classroom, review that day’s notes, and complete any missed assignments. 
Cheating

There is a strict no cheating policy in my classroom. 
Exams/Projects: If you have any materials besides your pencil, eraser, calculator (if needed), test sheet, and scrap paper (if needed) you will be considered cheating and will receive a ZERO on the exam. If I see a cell phone during an exam, not only will you receive a ZERO on the exam, you will receive a Disciplinary referral as well.

Other: If cheating is observed in a non-exam situation, the student will receive a ZERO for the assignment. Disciplinary action may be taken at teacher’s discretion 

Extra Credit

Traditional extra credit assignments will not be offered.  Do your work promptly and correctly the first time and you should not have any problems.  

	Grade Breakdown

Classwork/Homework/Labs 

40%

Quizzes 



              20%

Tests 




40%


	Grade Scale

A 
90-100%

B 
80-89%

C 
70-79%

               F 
69% and below


Guidelines for Classroom Behavior

Guideline #1: Be in your assigned seat and working on the assigned “get started” when the tardy bell rings. Every day, at 

The start of class, a “get started” assignment will be posted. The goal of these assignments is to get you warmed up and thinking critically. These will be collected on the last school day of each month. These assignments will not be graded right or wrong, but for completion. If you miss a day, you will need to get the journal question for the day from a classmate or the class website.
Guideline #2: Bring ALL books and materials to class and take them with you when you leave.  If you leave something in 

my classroom, I will do my best to keep it for you, but your possessions are ultimately your responsibility.

Guideline #3: Follow directions the first time they are given.
Guideline #4: Treat each person in this room with respect and dignity.  This may be Guideline #4, but it is the most important guideline. I WILL NOT tolerate disrespect towards myself, your classmates, or anyone else.

Guideline #5: Please do not talk when I am talking.  I will respect you by not talking while you are trying to ask a 

question, talk to me, or the class. Please give me the same courtesy and respect.

Consequences For Not Following Guidelines

1st:  
Warning. You will be warned if you choose to not follow a Guideline.

2nd: 
Parental Contact. If you choose not to follow the Guidelines a 2nd time, I will call your parent/guardian and let them know about you choosing to not follow class Guidelines. 

3rd: 
Letter Home. If you choose not to follow the Guidelines a 3rd time, I will call your parent/guardian and let them know about you choosing to not follow class Guidelines and also give you a letter to take home that they will need to sign. 
4th:
After-School Detention.  If you choose not to follow the Guidelines a 4th time, I will call your parent/guardian and let them know about you choosing to not follow class Guidelines and also give you a one-hour after school detention.
5th:
Disciplinary Referral. If you choose not to follow the Guidelines a 5rd time, I will call your parent/guardian and let them know about you choosing not to follow class Guidelines. I will also write you a Disciplinary Referral.

Severe Clause: Any student who uses profanity, fights, damages school property (this includes the property of the teacher 

and other students), or is disrespectful (as defined by the teacher) will be sent out of the classroom via an

administrator IMMEDIATELY.

Classroom Procedures

Tardy Policy

When you are tardy to class, enter quietly. If you have an excused tardy, please show me your pass. If you have an unexcused tardy, please sign in.  It is your responsibility to check with me and make sure I change your attendance accordingly.

Hall Passes

If you have to go to the bathroom, quietly get up and sign the hall pass notebook and get a hall pass from me. If you do not come back in a timely manner, you will be issued a detention and your hall pass privileges may be revoked. Each student is allowed 5 hall passes per semester – use them wisely. If you have a medical issue that requires you to go to the bathroom frequently, please provide the school (and me) a copy of a note from your doctor.

Excused Absences

After an excused absence, please go to the class website and print out any handouts from the previous day. IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO GET YOUR MISSING WORK ON TIME AND TO TURN IN ANY MISSING ASSIGNMENTS IN A TIMELY MANNER. You will have one day for each day absent to make up any work that you have missed before it will be considered late. If you missed a quiz or test, coordinate a make up time with me for either before or after school. If you do not make up the work you missed within the appropriate time frame you will receive a permanent zero.
Class Dismissal

The teacher dismisses you, not the bell. Do NOT start packing up prior to the bell. Before the class can leave, I require that all trash that has accumulated during the class period is picked up and all supplies/desks are returned to their original locations.

Science Department Late Work Policy 

Attention Science Students:  In an effort to better equip you to learn material covered in your science class, missing work will NOT be collected at any point after the day of the unit exam covering the material for which classwork/homework was assigned.  If you fail to submit your work by the day of the unit exam, the zero you earned for that assignment will become permanent.  The only exception to this policy is if prior arrangements have been made with your teacher and/or you have EXCUSED absences (a valid excuse MUST be on file with the main office).  

The grading scale and late work point deductions will not change and are as follows:

	Grade Breakdown

Classwork/Homework/Labs  40%

Quizzes 20%

Tests 40%
	Grade Scale

A 90-100%

B 80-89%

C 70-79%
	D 60-69% (failing)

F 59% and below
	No Name/illegible handwriting -10 points

1 day late -10% (or 90% maximum)

2 days late -20% (or 80% maximum)

3 days late -30% (or 70% maximum)


**This syllabus is to remain in the student’s binder for the duration of the school year. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please read the following, sign, and return.
(Guardian) E-mail Address:
___________________________________________________________________

(Guardian) Home Phone: 
___________________________________________________________________
(Guardian) Cell Phone: 

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​___________________________________________________________________
_______
My student has access to the internet at home and will be able to complete assignments via google classroom 

_______
My student does not have access to the internet at home and will not be able to complete assignments via google classroom, thus will be responsible for completing a physical copy of the assignment

I have read Ms. Decker’s Biology syllabus. I fully understand the procedures and guidelines she has for his classroom this year. If I/my child choose(s) not to follow these guidelines and procedures, I understand the consequence of my/my child’s choice.

________________________________________________________ 



___________________

Student Signature 









Date

________________________________________________________ 



___________________

Parent/Guardian Signature 








Date
